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THE LAVEST DIRT 2008

By Gord Hutchings

When | was approached by the Greater Victoria Compastdfidn Centre to write an article about Orchard Mas@sBe
(OMB), | decided that gardeners and nature enthusiastibdshe provided with a basic understanding of this local
pollinator. To give a bit of background to this fascingthative species, OMBs are distributed throughout Southweste
Canada and Western United States and along with manynatiee species play an integral role in the pollinatibplants
in North America. A pollination crisis is looming Morth America and many other parts of the globe duestof natural
habitat, altering the plant-pollinator interactionatthre critical for crop production.

OMBs emerge only once a year as adults, usually araangdMarch and live until early June. After matinge lemale
locates suitable egg-laying chambers that will be sefouteer offspring. In the wild, suitable nesting chansbaansist of
fissures in bark, other insect holes or hollow reédsund urban developments, egg-laying chambers can bd fourouse
siding and roofing, holes where bolts have been remewesh, gaps in lawn chairs and any other place that prozitésd
channel. To encourage OMB females to lay their eggiumsan-designed home, OMB keepers create residences with a
variety of channelled orifices called ‘condos’. Conda jgerfect description for these chambers as the OMBl&ntome
together to lay eggs but prefer to remain completely indepéflene another, similar to the behavioural pattérhe

Purple Martin (which some birders may be familiar with!
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Figure 1. Schematic view of stacked pine wood trays witthannels and clear plastic inspection covers at eactvel.

The female creates mud divisions within each channelicgea ‘cell-like’ structure where she can provide neetad

pollen for her offspring. Females are laid first sd thay are deeper in the channel with the males laiteatntrance,
providing the first line of defence should a predata@cktthe channel entrance. The overall length and shape ohannels
is an important factor in determining the ratio of feraatemales, as well as how efficient it is for tamale to lay down
her mud partitions. With the help of my father (whdkkstarted my interest in OMBs!) combined with my reshaat
university, | determined that the optimum length of thanttels needed to be 30cm (12”) and square in shape for easier
production with a table saw. The clear inspection comezaxh tray of the condo allowed me to observe the ggegf each
female in her channel. The more females produced in thesmels means a greater volume of pollination sirisehe
females who do the majority of flower visitations. Imjpnt discoveries and structures like the Orchard MasercBedo
can hopefully be used as a template for other pollindta®s as critical natural habitat continues to daged in many
important food producing areas of the world.

Interested in Mason Bees? Keep your eyes out for Mason Beesirses at the centre with Gord
Hutchings as well as the Mason Bee condos & larvae we wik lzarrying in the spring!
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Since | began with the Centre as executive
director in 2005, | have had the pleasure of
working with a brilliant team of enthusiastic
staff, board and volunteers. As the time has
come for me to take a new path, | want to thank
you all for such a wonderful experience. | wish
everyone the best as you continue on the

Sonya, husband Peter, and their son journey to beautiful organic gardens, healthy

Desi enjoying family time. soil and providing inspiration for the young and
old alike to sink their hands into dirt

teaming with red wrigglers. | look forward to teaching my senvalues of

sustainability that the Centre holds true. When | am noexypibring nature with

him, | can be found working part-time with the Islandsaslr| hope to see you at

ersfuture events as we all continue supporting the Centre'ofjtspreading the dirt"

throughout the community.

Warm regards,

The newly finished Composting Toilet is a great nelditon to
our Site. Composting Toilets systems convert humamewato
organic compost and usable soil through the natural breakdow
of organic matter into its essential minerals. The muadehave
here is the Sun-Mar Excel. Its success lies in itsednber
- design. Each of the three chambers: composting, compost
I.\ = finishing, and evaporation have their own independent

..,-—l. ,J_ 1%+ environments for their optimum efficiency. The exceldel

s i=i requires little maintenance and is a high capacity etexystem.
i =D When used properly composting toilets are odorless abhahiil
| S = waste borne pathogens.

Instead of sending waste into the municipal waste stream
waterless toilets offer a great solution to watel sanitation
problems. Predictions of more severe droughts and worsening
water shortages as the earth's climate changes haie ded
increased interest in composting toilets. That explaumsull
workshop on Composting Toilets with quite a big wait list! |
you are interested in learning about Composting Toiletsead
not registered in the workshop please feel free to cbAragela
with any questions and she’ll be glad to explain how ouesyst
works.
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Our phenomenally successful 2-year Black Gold Rush prigjexw officially over,
and although we will be integrating many aspects into our aegubgramming, our
intrepid Project Coordinator, Analisa, has completedchatract with us. Analisa
contributed so much to our Centre and she will be greafiged by all who worked
with her. We wish her luck in her autumn travels to Séutterica and we hope we

get a chance to work with her in the future. Thanks foyall hard work Analisa!

We gratefully acknowledge the core funding support that seive from the CRD and the City of Victoria. Additad support is
provided by the Fernwood Community Association and througgeherosity of our Compost Club Members and the resiaénts

Greater Victoria.
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Over the past two years, through the funding we
received from EcoAction, we were able to expand
our education program to include grades K-12 as
well as college and university students. Our
members must be “spreading the dirt” because our
education programming is more popular than ever!
We have already beaten the number of classrooms
we went to last year (88) and we are just entering
our busiest time! In fact, we are already full for
education programming until the end of the year
and are taking “reservations” for next year! Cheers
to Tomiko, our hard-working Education
Coordinator for doing such a great job!

Have you seen our display at events in your
community? The GVCEC travels to various
festivals, markets, and community events to
spread the good word on composting and
conservation! This year our staff and volunteers
have attended over twenty five events and reached
over 7000 CRD residents! Our most recent
outreach event took place at the tremendously
successful ‘Hartland Happening’ day at the
Hartland Landfill. Over 2000 CRD residents came
to have a behind the scenes look at our award-
winning landfill and to check out the educational
displays. Look out for the Compost Education
Centre at your next community event!

This summer we had some great volunteers at the
Centre. | was very pleased to have more help on the site

Below: Christian
and dedicated

than ever before. Global Lifestyles Canada is an volunteer,
International Field School located in Victoria. This Bruce, hard at
work on site!

school sets up international students with internships,
language classes and working holiday experiences. The
Compost Education Centre was very lucky this summer
to get 2 volunteer interns from Germany.

Christian and Thorsten were such hard workers and we

all had quite a fun summer together. Christian kept our Above: Thorsten

fence line nice and clean and harvested more cherries proudly displaying his

than | have ever seen on the site before. He and Maric. cgmposting Tofett.

the site intern for the summer, were excellent caretakei

of the site. Thorsten had some carpentry experience and

worked away like a busy little bee and finished the i

addition to the Composting Toilet. After five years we

finally have a finished Composting Toilet . .
Demonstration! | want to say a big thank you to Sl iy M. Lovell el

D . ‘ D. Grieg R. Pegg D. Galto
;I;lhorsten aq;thhtrlstlaln the Compost Centre will not b M. Berry T=Melntosh S. Strega
€ same without your: C. Pattison B. Pilon



Date Topic Time Cost

Oct. 4 Composting Basics 10- 12 pm FREE

Oct. 4 Marvellous Mushrooms 2-4 pm $15 (Members refer to néiaypo

Oct. 18 Composting Toilets and Greywater Systems 2-4 pm et bers refer to new policy)

Oct. 25 Backyard Food Forests 2-4 pm $15 (Members refer tgpokey)

Nov. 1-2 PUMPKIN SMASH 10-3 pm By Donation — See websitedietails.
Nov.15 Composting Basics 10-12 pm FREE

Dec. 13 Seasonal Sale 10-4 pm Come buy your Seasonal Corgssts!

DECEMBER CENTRE CLOSED TILL JANUARY

Full Events Schedule can be found on our website at wwvpastc.ca

MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR WORKSHOPS BY CALLING 386-WORM ERIAILING office@compost.bc.ca
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It's that time of year again, where we gather to celebratehe spooky and for the GVCEC to host
our largest event of the year — our & Annual Pumpkin Smash. This year's Smash will be
expanding to include four Thrifty Foods locations. The evenill be held November ® and 2"
from 10am to 3pm each day. Bring your family and friends, and ofa@urse your pumpkins, and
join us for Tombstone Tipping and other family games to helps raise awareness for composting!
Last year we managed to divert over 21 tonnes of jack-o-lanternsdm the landfill — let’s see if we
can beat that this year!

Saturday, November %' - Cloverdale Thrifty Foods
Hillside Thrifty Foods
Sunday, November 29 - Admirals Thrifty Foods
Fairfield Thrifty Foods
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Hi everyone! | just thought | would give you all a little updateE !
on the site happenings this year and upcoming projects. It hgs '
been a great year for the site. The mission figs yietpe a lot §
of ripe fruit and the Issai Kiwi is just loaded with gragiee : _ _ :
kiwis this year. If you want to try a hardy kiwi corar down to « {ime and paper by offering your donations on-lie
the site during November and try one! | made a decisicet to |+ ['fough €anada Helps.org. Simply surf oversto

. . * www.canadahelps.organd type in “Compost”. ¢
go of the xeriscape garden and prepare the site for a gressnhp Our name is on the top of the search results. %0r,
next year. It will be a much needed addition to our K s o el sl dlsk e Caredh Helps |ifa<-
demonstration site and a very effective use of space in
preparation for our spring plant sale. With the help ofdGor
Hutchings, our local Mason Bee expert, we put up some rh/laéq
Bee condos this season and the site has seen so much food

Giving to the Compost Ed. Centre is easy! Sgve

°
And of course, donations are still happily
accepted at our office. g

thanks to our friendly pollinators. | have also set gpeat is published quarterly.
aerated compost tea demonstration. If you are inesté@sta The deadline for submissions for the winter issue is
demonstration of the aerated compost tea contact mievathd  December 6, 2008. Submissions to the newsletter
get some brewing for my fall foliar applications. can be sent to the Compost Education Centre. Unless
Workparties this year were phenomenal, and we are preparingtherwise noted, articles appearing in this newsletter
for winter “wormparties” as we like to call them hereta may be reprinted only in other not-for-profit

Centre! Workparties take place every Friday between Ipin a Publications, with the credit given to the author
4pm. Please contact Angela if you are interested. (when named) and :
sitemgr@compost.bc.ca
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