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HOT STUFF!

Making Your Compost Work for You! Victoria Foundation
funds new exciting
By Chris Wells project

Well, it'swinter time...again. And if it was not for those wonderful conifers, it might seem asif the
whole world was going dead each winter. But as most know, plants just go dormant for the winter
season and then re-emergein the spring.

Many may think that compost piles go dormant for the winter aswell. But in fact, compost piles can actually remain very active
through the winter season (at least in Greater Victorial). Not only does this ensure a supply of rich compost in the spring, but it can
also provide agreat source of heat! By properly utilising the heat that is generated in the decomposition of organic materials, the
length of our growing season can be extended, while saving energy and money.

Some examples of using heat from compost pilesinclude: heating greenhouses by building compost bins right into our greenhouse
structure; keeping seedlings warm by locating a compost pile under seedling tables; and making growing beds from compost and
straw balesto generate alow heat that ensures that over-wintering greens have awarm place to send their roots.

Building a greenhouse with a compost bin attached is a superb (and easy) way to utilize heat from compost piles (Option A in
Diagram 1). Build the compost bin on the outside of the north or west side of a greenhouse so as not to block any sunlight. The
back of the bin (on the greenhouse side) should be more open, to let heat into the greenhouse. This can be achieved by either
using ¥2" hardware cloth for the back of the bin; or by having awood backing and using 1" to 2" diameter, sparsely perforated
PV C pipes layered horizontally throughout the centre of the comp ost pile and protruding slightly through the back of the bin
(Diagram 2). The PVC method will also ensure that more air reaches the centre of the pile, thus keeping the pile hotter for longer.
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Diagram 1: Three Bin Composter Attached to a Greenhouse ...Continued on page 3

SAVE THE DATE!
May 1, 2004 - The Wild Garden Party Tour

A Showcase of Beautiful and Sustainable Landscapes and Gardens
Brought to you by the Wild Garden Party Project

For upcoming information, check out Habitat Acquisition Trust'swebsite at www.hat.bc.ca or call 386-WORM
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Dear Compost Club Members

Seasons Greetings!

On behaf of the Compost Education
Centre, | thank you for supporting the
programs and services we offer. Your
continued membership and donations are
important and help us to provide quality
compost and organic gardening education
programs to Greater Victoria residents.

Here are some highlights from 2003:

e Over 86,000 kg. of organic waste was diverted from the landfill through
the sale of composters

*  Over 1300 school aged children participated in the schools program

» 54 workshops were offered on site

* Over 5000 contacts were made at community outreach events

*  Winter veggie starts and seed garlic were offered for sale for thefirst
time

*  Two Compost Educator Volunteer Training Sessions were offered

* An advanced composting workshop was offered for the first time

e Over 5.5 million potential contacts were made through free media

In 2004, we will be offering new topics for the Compost Club workshops, as
well as other more in depth workshops on composting and organic gardening.
Stay tuned for the 2004 schedule! In addition, we will continue to produce
and sdll limited supplies of veggie starts for your garden, will be facilitating
three Compost Educator Volunteer Training Sessions, and will also have a
new project on the go called Homes and Habitats: A Wild Garden Party
Project (see article in this issue).

During the month of December, the demonstration site will be closed to
visitors. We will reopen on Wednesday, January 7. At that time, our hours will
be Wednesday to Saturday from 10-4. If you have a composting question
during thistime, please fed free to leave a message on the hotline:
386-WORM. Cals will be checked and returned during December.

Happy Holidays, and see you in the New Y ear.

Lynn Marie
Coordinator

We gratefully acknowledge the core funding support that we receive from the CRD and the City of Victoria. Additional support is
provided by the Fernwood Community Association and through the generosity of our Compost Club Members and the residents of

Greater Victoria
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