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rducanon HOt Composting
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Hot composting is a process of rapid decomposition the

is performed mostly by bacteria adapted to working at

terials quickly and ecciently. Hot composting aldows

wednmanaged piles can take as I|I-reabdg!as 3 months to be ¢

Effort Scale:

Easy 1 2 3 4 5 Har|Unvol ves building the pile all at onc
and moi sture, nipping when appropri at
post .

HowDoIHotCompost7 The el ements of an eFective h

° include:

Hot composting wor-kisnweystem @YeRrR&movable front slats for eas

phoj[o). Simply gather -yioauh maﬁbf?n5|dd Illn&nisgimtb kee out r

terials and alternately | ayer hem in your I C a col

post thermometer into the mlddlﬂ Z%fcqrngaarplmeentosncfornnturn|ng

i shed. Check the temperature §ffVglowme pofl eecadah | yommar whemt =

it rea®d€si 65is time to nip it |lhrt% the second bin.

The pile will heat up again, minAtlirdthe keepeowt uredemts ar

determine when to nip it a secqnwoédmtereatAédew|ttmeo,sg@,q)m@ pr

nip, allow it to cure for at | g3 S P WSt Ko Read ol
for more detailed instructions e . = | %

Why Hot Compost?

f Produces arinitcgmtet rum nutri e
source for you garden

f Creates compost quickly. Hot
nnished in as little as 3 mo
M Kills weeds and s S gf m

eed
temperature of a hot compost
most weeds and seeds

Mf Composts | arger amounts of meé:
sive compost system (such as Sl Al - .
example, yard and garden WaSlT*he bo m c"pi%m@|r|edfanfame@>fgood u s
|l arge backyard canbibre shyasntddme.d plaYy | 2t3) and is easy to const
one of -btihness,e c3ont act the Compo
f Creates a |l arger amount of pnished compost than
that produced in a passive cd\rhq@tﬁ@nvdtymet/(armcalMassus can
then be used to build soil mQre, quicgllhy st " pdsmBRrthaddhé cubich e

den space . .
P meteri n or der to reach and mai

|
. for hot confEdpstimpi 655i ze of |
TypesofBlns sures that there is enough in:

pile to keep the i n6liOdhd h dte. p

The most common b.in used for hﬁﬂ)sPP?"pP5F'f‘HsUFafnfigﬁ whil e t
frompueposed paI—benscabubeadeeS,ftr,Q,rﬁ takes place in the mid:
any other materials tha wor k.
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Creating Your Hot Compost Pile Common Dynamic Accumulators:
1. Types, Size and Diversity of Materials 58yFYAO ! ODHZOMNER k & 2 QNP y dzii NR €
Once you have built your bin, |[it i s ti me y ather materifal s
to make your hot compost piIe.comf'rye typesH\“c?)r?ggr_]h{ogttasgum’cglﬂlfsm'
you use have a direct relation to the amo|MAgNesign, Poragsiym, siligany -
erated in the pile, the size of the materlfirenl s i nnuences hjow
fast the pile wildl decompose and the diversity of materialls
innuences the quality of the nrin&ngpegtles, o g Nitregen, potassium, calcium,
a ) Carbon (Browns) and Nitrogen (Greens) sulfur, iron, copper
All organic materials contain (Cbigkweed ar b o n |Pagsphoraus, patagsiym, manga-
However, materials have di Ferepnpt proportionese of these two
el ements. Materials that are hjgh—F+n——-carboen—are——called
browasd materials that are higﬁ'eavefﬁ nitrogléadciumre called
Jregns Dandelion (leaves and | Phosphorous, potassium, calci-
Greens Browns flowers) um, magnesium, iron, copper,
¢ Fruit and Jedgild en | eavyes silicon

scraps § Straw Mullei . .

. . ullein Potassium, sulfur, magnesium,

f Fresh gr asg9gq Clhii ppierdg s ) &
T Fresh weedg amddy debris 'ron

pl ant s f Shredded newspaper
f Fresh ani mglﬂl Smavrdwrs & 2. Layering Materials

(horse, chifckery, go@s)s ¢l ipPTshG$t the hot compost pile,
1T Eggshells straw, or coarse plant materi a

Un the summer, nitrogen materi &1'd OFSe a3 red©i AfICeSFd tPr JNF PO
materials can be hard to pnd. 'IAHerréafnéjr V,en|tt'|a§'e?naood idea t

coll ect and stockpile | eaves |n the fall allnd
from the trees. These can be st recfgene an
bin (see FabUtb&heké¢éaw#wés) and acc USse a
an d r een | ayerh
needed. .

t hi ck(n@js)Seep

t hat some matear
b) Surface Area

Mat erial that is smaller in S|22elngvmclhi|;tf:reoer?aekn
er than |l arge pieces. Finely Cc%?%%'n”%soarwd
materi al breaks up any tough prc%tlepcs)|vseo IyaO
more spaces where mlcroorganlsrg% Lan q,%utrh
digesting and breaking down tha\(tOu e’ imd Iy
materials using a variety of metshads.g)ish Gl
shredder or chipper, hand pruners, running

with a lawnmower or putting | eayqs wiah ed ltd" 9% ePlpdohtel @D b
bage can and whipper snipping tnfoegmtureme®Bharentto sys® | ar to th

proper eye protectionl!). Rai nwater is the best Awatoert as a

chemicals that wildl harm the n
c) Diversity to breed (see section 3. Moist
Using a diversity of materials will yield compost with rich
nutrient qualitiesdyn&mme plantid, icalal g®ood idea to always pnn
accumul| atonsain specipnc micronukayentofakhd owinser alThi s hel ps t
that Aarceoormmonly found in your t§pdcailegardB@apPpwha@dle. compost th
These can be added to your compddt of o YOMTi OH Ni tt P Pyeviedadt 1t
content . the wet months and from drying

mer .
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3. Moisture

Moi sture is important in a compB'q'nganql:hppfm(gthetp!/!/eo reasons:

1. Ut helps soften organic materials 55Cor vtvhen

. . . . p I

2. .Clt provides microorgani sms W'thjgé‘ heal ﬁg]rfls\? Héfal

environment
Mi croorgani sms produce the heat in yonile byl:l‘eating
chemical reactions while they jLea-cyoenbproolsz;:nsorganlc gtter.
Many of them breathe through t pgey rtospk't”o vdEtdayire a
moi st environment in order to wnoitesdrayndokm%ﬁﬁ‘?fﬂ d|| (I|ke o ulr
l ungs are kept in a moist envifonment i heg lo&u'r pfbd@@eﬁ,m
On the other hand, if the pile L‘rj‘u('}tgor"‘ode\/\F'T"ddlethf |moreweegsan-
isms are just as susceptible taandrroow\’\ﬁﬂsn.;Shovﬁ'ddrere bekor goap|pl

. H2O .
need to make s aswetagaowrungqut | e i s material |[[@amogmad den
sponges o these | ittle guys can d@Goarhsd rs tjtobreutsidoont & e
the pile heat up properl y! bottom fopile
aeration

4. Air and Ventilation

Air provides microorgani sms inHaNestlhgp\oGﬂreornapdgtth t he

oxygen necessary for aerobic decomposit ensur e

your pile has adequate air now:The range Of tlme a hot compos
f DoA use thick layers of materlalendhcanl sbapnryo%hey‘rt“b'%o[m 8 we
ting down easily, such as gra”éosn chlslppl"th‘é llong it take e
managed it is andthet|me of
f Use some ough materials i n ynoeurr scuonmpcoasnt dpeprei,t dlivkespeed ury
sunnower stalks and small twiignsgy in a faster process. gf
i l'ined in this factsheet, your
f Put a noor of rough material s gataqgt hieg b0t Pk CLFft & °H "mont hs
compost pile year .
f Mix each carbon/nitrogen IayeSron%es oytohuerbu'n||dshy d“'rcdjrhdc?st C U e
Monitoring and Turning Your Visual Cues:
comPOStPIIe f Majority of material is dark
di scernible materials
Once you have npnished buildinggsyour compost pile the e -
composition process will begin.t R"élﬁ@éka)ﬁ;oﬁ‘rastﬁgldﬁ‘\&rﬁéjtgro 60 %
at least once a day to make sUrlgfeldcAes’ Pil e is heating up and
not surpas% mmprtkthe FF the pile gets too hot, ben-
encial microorganisms are at risk of dying. Therefore, once f Pile has no trace of food sc
your pi l°@, hiitt si $5ti me to nip!
Using a garden fork, transfer tﬂhyartngtrérailalssmeilAtSovterél neea|rgthh-y
bouring bin. As you transf er tOther Queées] €, try to get the mater
als from the outside of the nprst pile into the inside of the
new pil e. This will ensure the CoempodecdmRpas bt matearrti alps any
are subjected to the higher temperatures at the centre of
the pile that can kill weed seddmMat efPliacefyreurs 1 lhersmomeatdercr u
in the pile again
Once you have turned the mater ’ bin, it
will heat up again, though it as in the
beginning. Monitor the temper 1t hega v €4
either rédachi nge®ing and then KS CMZYZ J
When one of these things happe }yl’]sl '\{)}1 pr LJII‘
a last ti me 9
: '~.K2u O2YLR &)
Now it is ti mekujfeolretaty duweraspi la LINE OSaa
weeks During this phase, the s in the
pile will stabilize, it will at ial 1ife and
come richer in nutrients.
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Screening Stand-up method:
Finished compost is dark, crumffl §pramadeart
may have varying degrees of mo'ﬂsmug@e b d
wet as a wrung out sponge. Ther@tén@Fy {p@g|a
have not completely decomposed, éé‘&isﬁst"aé‘
out before your apply your compoisﬁgtsouryppd,l,r
Screen your cbmpiddtvjusei mpesh on top of =
(avail able at Il ocal hardware sﬂo-rg@s).th@\ S "
be constructed by stapling the Wtiﬁreodnfl’?htﬁmr
withA2xs4rewed together. The small Sz
3
. fall t hrou - -
Two ways to use this screen are:Iarge bits >
down to th_ s
Wheelbarrow method: of the scr f
1 Place screen on top '
of wheelba
f Put3 2shoveli Thécreepdomglsarger bits, can
cpmpost on? compost pile or can be used
M1 Sift the ca¢ ment al pl ants.
through the‘
by swishing
hands bac
forth acr os
screen
Troubleshooting Your Hot Compost Pile
Problem Cause Solution
PileAwbeat wup TNot enough nitrffRebuild pile adding md
(gfregns li ke manure, fresh net
f Not wet enough coFee grounds
f Not big enough |TCheck moisture by digg
hand, water thoroughl
T Rebuild pile until at
si ze
Pile smells strongllfToo much nitroglfRebuild pile with mor g
rotting plant maten enough carbon
TPile too wet
Flies Fruit and veggi elCover top of pile with
top of pile |l i ke dried | eaves or gr
EJ(Clomp;:)_st
ucation
1216 North Par Centre
Vi C t 0 r I a , B C 1216 North Park Street
253868676
info@compost b
L WWW. compost bc
Education wednessayuraay
Centre Loeae
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